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Tuesday, 9 o'clock, a. m. 
March 7th, 1848. 

The Senate was called to order by the PresidenL 
The following Senators answered to their names: 
Messrs. Abbott, Bour~nd, Bra."lhear, Burleson, Clark, Dancy, 

Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, Parker, 
Perkins, Wallace and Williams. 

Quorum present. • 

Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: 

A majority of the committee on the Judiciary have had un­
der consideration "An act to amend an act, supplementary to an 
act, to detect fraudulent land certificates, passed at the fifth Con­
gress of the Republic of Texas," and thinking the bill injudicious 
as well as unnecessary, have instmctcd me to report the same 
back to the Senate, and recommend that it be laid upon the ta­
ble. 

At a session of a majority of the Judiciary committee, the 
following bills were considered and ordered to be returned to 
the Senate, without atnendmcnts1 and recommended for pa.S-
sage, viz: · 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the forty-third section 
of " An act punishing crimes and misdemeanors," approved 
December 21st, 1836 ; 

''An act to regulate proceedings in case of forcible entrya,nd 
detainer ;" 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the method of trying 
the right of property levied on under writs of execution, seques­
tration and attachment, .when the same is claimed by a person 
'vho is not a party to such 8Uit ; and, 

A bill to be entitled an act better defining the marital rights 
of parties. 

Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on Education, to whom 
was referred a bill to be entitled an act to incorporate Cass 
Academy, returned the same to the Senate, and recommended 
its passage. 
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Mr. Williams, chairman of the committee on Internal Im­
provemcnt.q, to whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act to 
mcorporate the Galveston Stea.ml Ferry, Freight and Tow-boat 
Com~ny, returned the same back to the Senate, and recom­
mend its passage. 

Mr. Williams also made the following report: 

The committee on Internal lmp~vements, to which was re­
ferred a bill to be entitled an act for enclosing cotton gins, have 
considered the same, and instructed me to report the same 
back to the Senate, 'vith amendments, and recommend its pas­
sage. 

Amendments--

Sec. 1, second lime, insert " cotton" before" gin." 
Sec. 2d. Strike out "by the party aggrieved" and insert" and 

recovered in the name of any citizen in the vicinity of such 
cotton gin, whose stock hlUI been damaged by reason of such 
neglect. 

Mr. Williams.chairman of the committee on Apportionment, 
Privileges and Elections, to which was referred a bill to be 
entitled an act to provide for the organization of new counti~ 
reported the same back to the Senate, and recommended its 
passage. 

Mr. Parker, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac­
counts, to whom was referred a "Joint Resolution for the re­
lief of J. Harris Catlin," reported a substitute for the same, and 
recommended its adoption and passage. 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on Countit".11 and Cowi­
ty Boundaries, to whom were referred "A bill to be entitled. an 
act to define the boundaries of the county o{ Austin, and a bill 
to be entitled an act to define the boundaries of Travis county,"' 
returned the same to the Senate, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Perkins,chainnan of the committee on Engrossed Bill~ 
~ported" A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Jamea P. 
Wallace and RobertM. Williamson," couectly engrossed. • 
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Mr. Jewett, chairman of the committee on Indian Affairs, 
made the following report: 

The committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred "An 
act to provide for revising the statute laws of this State," have 
had the same under consideration, and report that they have giv­
en the bill that consideration which its importance demands. 

The committee are of opinion that the bill passed by the Sen­
ate of this session, relative to a digest of the laws, contains the 
most practicable and useful plan which can be adopted in the 
present complicated condition of our statutory enactments. A 
simple digest of the laws now in force will afford the means 
and basis for a future correct revision and general legislative 
amendments of the statutes. The comrnittee therefore deem it 
ine~ent to recommend the bill to the Senate for passage. 

Presuming that an appropriate report is expected from the 
committee in relation to the bill, they beg leave to state, that 
they do not perceive any .favorable influence that the Bill, if 
passed, could exercise upon our Indian relations. To translate 
the bill, if it sboulCl become a law, into the various Indian 
tongues, and disseminate it among the several tribes in the 
shape of a "Big Talk," would cause an unnecessary and use­
less expenditure of the puMic money. 

The committee, therefore, most respectfully recommend to 
the majority of the Senate, which insifltcd on the reference of 
the bill to the committee on Indian Affairs, that they can only 
suggest as the most appropriate report that the bill for the pre­
sent be laid upon the table, and at the earliest day practicable, 
be deposited many timber, prairie or water course above the 
tempo1 ... ry line of posts heretofore recommended by the commit­
tee, viz : from the point where the hundredth degree of west 
longitude crosses Red river, to the junction of the Rio Puerco 
and Rio Bravo delNorte. 

All of which is· re:.pectfully submitted, 
HENRY J. J»WETT, Chairman. 

Mr. Abbott, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, re­
ported the following bills and joint resomtions correctly en­
rolled, viz.: 

An act to locate the county seat of Cass county ; 
An act to establish the Umversity of Eastern Texas; 
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Joint re!olution for the relief of the Texu volunteers called 
into the service of the country in the year 1846 j and, 

Joint resolution to authorize and require the Secretary of 
State to cau!!e nll of the unbound enrolled acts and joint re:!olu­
tions of the late Republic of 'fexas. and of the firdt Legislature 
of the State of 'fexas, to be sub::staotially bound for pre:;ervation 
in his office;'' and that said acts and joint resolutions were 

·transmitted to the Governor for hi11 approval, on the 6th inst. 

Mr. Dancy, made the following report: 

The committee of Conference, to which was referred two 
amendments, made by the Senate, to a bill originating in the 
House, to be entitled "an act to regulate the Public Printing,., 
have conferred freely upon the same, and after due deliberatiOn 
have agreed as follo\vs : 

In the first amendment to insert "fifteen" instead of "ten'{' 
and they have also agreed to adopt the eleventh amendment 
made by the Senate, and respectfully ask the concurrence of 
the two Houses. 

JQN W. DANCY, 
Chai rm~, on the part of the Senate. 

w. H. \lOURLAND, 
Chairman on the part of the Honse. 

Which report was adopted. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had adopted a resolution of 
the Senate, setting forth the claims of the citizens for remunera­
tion for injuries done their property during the war, &c., with 
an amendment: 

Also, that the House bad concurred in the amendment. of 
the Senate to a bill to be entitled an act to establish the Gal­
vcMton and Rc<l River Railway Company; 

Alim, that the Hou~ had adopted the report of the committee 
of Conference on the bill to regulate the Public Printing; 

Al~o, that the Honse had passed a bill to be entitled an act 
for the relief of J\Ioses Evan1'1, sun·iving administrator of JI. 8. 
William!!on, deceased, which originated in the Senate; 

And the following bil.1i, originating in the House, viz. : 
A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the times of holding 

Courll! in the Fourth Judicial District; 
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A bill to be en titled an act for the relief of' Mic11aef Short; 
A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the more certain 

collection of the Taxes for the years 1846 and 184 7 ; 
A bill to be entitled an act prescribing the made of estab­

lishing the liabilities of dra" ·ers and endorsers of Bills of Ex­
change and Promissory Notes; 

A bill to be entitled an act fi.xing tlrn punishment for cutting 
down, carrying away or destroying trees or timber, upon any 
land, without the consent of the owner; 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing the Galveston Ci1y 
Company to change the plan of a certain block of lots in the 
city of Galveston, and authorirung the city and county authori­
ties to use one of the public sqmtres of said city for city and 
county buildings ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the northern boundary 
line of Limestone county; 

A bill to be entitled an act fot the relief of Horace L . Upshur; 
A bill to be enti~led an.act creating the county of Cooke, in 

honor of William.G . Cooke·; 
A bill to be entitle<l ·an act, supplementary to an .act1 entitled 

an act, to restore lands sold for taxes and bid in by the Gov­
ernment to the former owners, approved April 27th, 18-16. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate Cherokee Acade­
my in the town of Ru.'!k, in the county of Cherokee . 
.-. A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Ralph Wil-
liam Peacock, to John Bowen. . 

A bill to be entitled an act to require sheriffs, clerks of the 
District Courts and clerks of the County Courts to keep their 
officers at the county seats of their respective counties, and a 
bill to be entitled an act regulating estrays. 

The Senate p~oceeded to the orders of the ·day: 

}fr. Grimes offered the following as a substitute for the re­
solution of.the House, relative to going into the election of a 
public p'rinter. 

"Resolved, That .. vith the concurrence of the House of Re­
presentatives, tlle two Houses will proceed to elect some person 
to print the laws and journals of the present session of the Le­
gislature, and tl1e Journals of the first session of the Legisla-

32. 
,.. . 
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tore of the Stale of Texas, on thi;j day at 3 o'clock, P. M., 
March 7th, 18-1:3." 

Ado,>ted. 
A bi I to be entitled an act regulating sequestrations. 
Read third time and pa.siled. 
A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 

regulate proceedings in the District Courts, approved 13th 
May, A. O. 18-16, was read. · 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the first section, by adding at 
tlte end thereof-" provided, however, that such rule, if not ap­
plied for prior to the term of the Court at which said :-uit should 
be had, shall not operate as a continuance of the suit, or as a 
stay of the proceedings therein." 

Adopted. 
l\Ir. \Vallace moved to amend the second section. by adding 

to the l'nd thereof, "from and after the rcndi_tion of final judg­
ment in the causes in which rule:i for security for cost:; had 
been granted." • 

Adopted. 
l\lr. Perkins offered the following us an additional llcction: 

"Be it further enacted, that when any attachment shall here­
after be sued out, after suit hag been in:;titutcd in anv District 
Court, the defendant in the attachment 11hall be prh·ikged to 
put in issue, by dl.!nying the intent to abiscond or conceal him­
self to avoid the service of the original proce::1s, which if not 
proven by the plaintiff, juagmcnt shall not be ta.k<'n out against 
the defendant on such attacbment-uJ'k>u the adoption of which, 
the yeR.'I nnd niiys were calle<l, and stood a,.; follow$ : 

Y eus-1\tcs:srs. Brashear, Cuny, l' Jtzgcrald, Perk.ins and 
Williams-5. 

Nays-Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Clark, Dancy, Gage: 
Grimes, Jewett, l\lcRae, Navarro, Parker and Wallace-11. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

A message was received from the Honse of Repre<'entatives, 
informing the Smale that the Ilou~e had adopted the ~ubsti­
tute of the Senate for the rcdolution of the House, rclafr:e to 
going into the election of public printer. 

A bill to be entitled an act lo regulate proceedings in the 
County Court, pcrtairung to estates of deceased persons, toge-
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1her with the report of the committee on the Judiciary offering 
.amendments, was read and report adopted. 

l\lr. Dancy moved to amend ·by striking out the 45tb sec­
tion. 

Rejected. 
On motion of Mr. Abbott, the 48th section was stricken 

out. 
The bill then passed to -a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act organizing county courts. 
Read third time and passed. 
'fhe Senate concurred in the amendment of the Hou!'C to a 

resolution adopted by the Senate, appointing a joint committee 
to draft a memorial to the Congrc~s of the United State~, l"etting 
forth the claims of the citizeng of Texas, for remuneration for 
injur.ie:1 done their property, during the war between Texas and 
l\lcx1co, &c. 

Messrs. Burleson, Cnny and Bourland were appointed a 
committee of conference, on a resolntion requiring the com­
mittees on Contingent Expenses, of both Houses, to employ 
some suitable person to take charge of the Capitol, furniture, 
&c., during the recess of the Legislature. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the substitnte of the House, by 
way of amendment to the Senate's bill, to allow Judges of the 
Supreme Court discretion in the order of trying causes, was 
taken ur, read and concurred in . 

A bil to be entitled an act for the relief of Isaac Delany. 
Read third time and passed. 
A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Jame:; P. Wallace 

and Robert M. Williamson. 
Read third time and passed. 
Joint resolution, appropriating one hundred dollar11 for the 

purpose of procurinc a map of Shelby county. 
Read first ti me. 
l\1r. Wallace moved a suspension of the rule. 
Lo::;t. 
A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the city of Nacog­

.d.oches. 
Read first time. · 
On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended, bill read 

.econd time and passed to a third reading. 



A bill to be entitled an act for the regulation of pilots at the 
mouth of the Brazos river. 

Read first time. 
On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule wa s suspended, bill 

read second time, and ref erred to the commiUce on Internal 
lmErovcments. 

Mr. WilliamR, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an 
act for the relief of Abraham Skidmore. 

Read first time. 
On motion of Mr. Williams, the rule was suspended, bill 

read 2d time and referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. Bourland, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an 
act, requiring the Attorney General to at\~md to certain causes 
in the Di.strict Courts, and providing compensation for the ex­
tra services required. 

Read first time. 
On motion of Mr. Bourland tho rule was acs~ndcd, bill 

read second time and referred to .the committee on Finance. 
A bill to be entitled an act to establish tho county seat of the 

county of Canreron. 
Read first time. 
A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Western Texas 

Orphan Asylum. · 
Read first time. 
On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended, bill 

read second time, and referred-to the committee on State Af. 
fairs. 

l\ir. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported as correctly engrossed, joint resolution on the Pro­
viso, Slavery, tbc Tariff and the war wjth Mexico. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the Senate adjourned until half 
past 2 o'clock, P.1'1. 
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2~ o'clock, p. ro. 

senate met-roll called-quorum present. 

' Mr. Wallace, chairman of a select committee, made the fol­
lowing report: 

The select committee, to whom was referred "n. bill to be en­
titled an act to authorize and require Judge!! of the the District 
Courts to hold special sessions thereof, for the trial of persons 
charged with the commission of crimes, the punishment for 
whiCh is death," having duly considered the ~me, have in­
structed me to recommend the following amendments and the 
passage of the bill, as the jails of the county are generally in­
secure, and the expense of the countie~ enormous in pre,·enting 
the e:icape of persons, by employing night guard:i for their safe 
keeping in said jails. 

In third line of the caption, after "persons" insert "after in­
dictment found." 

In section 1, after "persont" in second line, insert ''after in· 
dictment found." 

In section 2d, strike out the words "grand and," with the 
preceding amendments, said committee believe the bill would 
be a source of relief to the counties in which capital crime1 
are perpetrated, they therefore concur in the opinion expressed 
above. 

On motion of Mr. \Vill iamson, a committee was appointed 
to inform the House of Reprmientativcs, that the SCnate de­
cline going into the election of public printer, on to-day . 

. Messrs. Williamson and Dancy were appointed s8id cory-
rruttee. 

Joint resolotion for the relief of Lewis Tbuner. 
Read first time. 
A bill to be entitled 1\8 act to regulate the times of holding 

courts in the fourth Jodicial District. 
Read first time. 
On motion of Mr. FitzgeraJd the rule was suspended, bill 

read second time, and referred to the special committee raised 
on times of holding courts. 

On motion of Mr. Abbott, the vote concuring in the amend­
ment of the House to a bill to be entitled an net allowing dis-
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trying causes, was reconsidered. 

On motion of .Mr. Jewett, the blank in the 4th section of said 
bill \Vas filled with "thirtieth." 

The bill then passed. 
A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the rtlore certain 

collection of the '!'axes for the year 1846 and 1847. 
Read first time. 
A bill to be entitled an act to require Sheriff:;, Cl<'rks of the 

District <..:ourts and Clerks of the County Courts to keep their 
offices at the county seats of their rcHpcctivc countic~. 

Read first tim<'. 
A bill to be cntit.led 1111 act fixing the punishment for cut­

ting down, carrying away or destroying trees or timber upon 
any land, without the consent of the owner. 

Read fir1:1t time. 
On motion of l\Ir. Burleson, 
'rhe rule wa.s smipendc<l, and 
Bill read second time, and on motion of Mr. Abbott, referred 

to the committee on State Affuirs. 
A bill to be entitled an act prc:Jcribing the mode of estab­

lishing the liabilities of <lrawer::1 and endoniers of bills of ex­
Change and promissory notc8. 

Read fir8t time. 
On motion of Mr. Brru;henr, the rule was suspended, 
Bill read second time, and referred to the committee on State 

Affairs. 

A message was received from the Honse of Representatives 
informing the Senate that the House had concurred in the 
ameodmcndmenl of the Senate to a bill to be entitled an act t<> 

•amend :oectioos 10, 11, 13 and 22 of an act to organize the Su-
preme Court of the State, approved 12th l\lay, 1846. 

A bill to be entitled an net regillating Estrays. 
Read .6r:1t time. 
On motion of Mr. Williarruon, the rule was suspended, 
Bill read .-;econd time, and· 
On motion of Mr. Jewett, referred to the committee on State 

Affairs. 
Mr. Dancy, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 

for the relief of James llunly. 
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Read first time. 
Joint resolution authoriiing the Commi~i;ioner of the Gcn<'­

ral Land Office to ilisue a patent to Edward Hall. 
Read first time. 
A bill to be entitled an act to give to each corporate county 

in this State, it:! own County Surveyor, map and rccor&. 
Read first time. 
l\ir. Gage moved to suspend the rule. 
Lost. 
A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 17th section of "an 

act to C:ltablis h and incorporate the l\Iarshall University," ap­
proved 1 th January, 18-12. 

Read fir:it time. 
On motion of l\lr. Williamson, the mle wa~ su~pemlcd. 
Bill read second time, and referred to the committee on Ed­

ucation. 
A bill to be entitled an act sup plcmentary to an act entitled 

an act to restore lands sold for 'I axes and bid in by the gov­
ernment, to the former ownert<, approved April 27th, 1846. 

Read first time. 
On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was 1<u~pc11dcd. 
Bill read second tiIUe, and referred to the committee on Fi-

nance. 
A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to pro­

vide for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the State of Tex­
as, approved April 11th, 1846. 

Read second time, and . 
On motion of Mr. Williamson, referred to the committee on 

Apportionment, J>rivileges and Elections. 
A bill to be entitled an act to secure to the Colonists of Fh~h-

er & Miller's Colony, tht! lands to which they may be entitled. 
Read first time. 
On motion of .Mr. Jewett, the rule wrui suspended. 
Bill read second time, and referred to the cornmitee on Pri­

vate Land Claims. 
A bill to be entitled an act authorizing the Galveston City 

Company to change the plan of a c·crtain bloc·k of lots in the 
city of Oahe;;ton, and authorizing the city and county authori­
ties to use one of the public iiquare:~ of :,aid city for city arul 
county building.:;. 

Read first time, and 
On motion of :Mr. Williamson, the rule was su'lpendcd. 
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ternal Improvement~. 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the northern boundary 
line of Limestone county. 

Read first time. 
On motion of 1\Ir. Jewett, the rule was suspended. 
Bill read second time, and referred to the committee on Conn~ 

tics and County Boundaries. 
A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate Cherokee Acade-

my, in the town of Rusk, in the county of Cherokee. 
Read first time, and 
On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended. • 
Bill read second time, and referred to the committee on Edu-

cation. 
A bill to be entitled an act to change the name ef Ralph Wil-

liam Peacock to John Bowen. 
Read first time, and 
On motion of Mr. Perkins, the rule was suspended. 
Bill read second time, and referred to the committee on State 

Affairs. 
A bill to be entitled an act creating the county of Cooke, in 

honor of Wm. G. Cooke. . 
Read first time, and 
On motion or Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended. 
Read second time, and referred to the committee on Coun-

ties and County Boundaries. 
A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of H. L. Upshur. 
Read first time. and 
On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended. 
Read second time: and referred to the committee on Fi· 

nance. 
A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Michael Short. 
Read first time, and 
On motion of l\Ir. Burleson, the rule was suspended. 
Read second time, and referred to the committee on Public 

Lands. 
Joint resolution for the relief of Henry M. Smith. 
Read first time, and 
On motion of l\Ir. Gage, the rule was suspended. 
Read seco.1d time, and referred to the committee on Private 

Land Claims. 
On motion of Mr. Dancy, 
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A Ju to be entitled an act to incorporate the Colorado and 
Brazos Rail Road Company, was taken up and read, and 

On motion of ~lr. Perkins, laid upon the ta:>le until to-mor· 
row. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the second and fourth 
section~ of an act requiring t.Jle Commis:;icner of the General 
Land Office to issue patent::; upon unconditional headright cer­
tificates for land, approved May 12th, 1846. 

Read second time, and 
On motion of l\1r. J ewett, referred to the committee on the 

Judiciary. 
A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Alfred Brigance. 
Read second time, and 
On motion of l\Ir. Grime~, referred to the committee on 

Private Land Claims. 
Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs or lc>gal rC'presenta· 

tive:> of R. G. Hall, deceased. 
/ 

Read second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Burleson, referred to the committee on 

Public Land:;. 
Joint resolution fer the relief of Theodore D. Maltby, who 

was di~abled for life in the :;ervice of the country. 
Read second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on Private 

Land 01aims. 
A bill to be entitled an act for the bcn'-;fit of persons who 

scttlt'd in W. S. Peters' and his wittociate:;' colony. 
Read second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Williamson, referred to the committee on 

State Affairs. 
A bill to be entitled an act to establish the 11th Judicial Dis­

trict for the State of Texrui. 
Read second time. 
Mr. Clark moved to amend by inserting ''at the town of s~n· 

tn Fe,'' after the word ":;es:>ions," in 2d line of 2d section. 
Adopted. 
'l'he bill was then ordered to be cngros~e<l· 
A bill to be entitled an act to create and organize the conn· 

ty of Ranta Fe. 
Read second time, and ordered to be engro:;scd. 
A bill to be entitled an act to direct the Secretary of State to 
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strike out certain words, out of the acts and joint resolutions 
passed at the present session of the Legislature. 

Read ~ccond time, and 
On motion of l\Ir, Gage, referred to the committee on the 

Judiciary. • 
A bill to be entitled an act regulating marks and brands. 
Read second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on 

State Affairs. 

On motion of l\Ir. Parker, the Senate adjourned. 

Wednesday, 9 o'clock, A. l\I. 
'March 8th, 1848. 

The Senate was called to order by the President. 

The following Sena.tors answered to their names: 

M1'ssrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Dancy 
Gage. Grimes, Jewet.t, Fittrrerald, i\foRn.e, Navarro, Parker, 
Perkins, Wallace, 'Villiu.ms, and Williamson. 

Quorum present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

• 

A message was received from thP House ofRepresentatiYes, 
informing the Senate, that the llouse had passed the following 
bills. which originated in the ::-ienate, Yiz: 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of James Stewart. 
A hill to be entitled an act to legalize the marriage of Eli 

Gray, and Ann Eliza Gray. ., 
A bill to be entitled an aci for the relief of Kisiah Taylor, 

whose maiden name was Kisiah Cn·er. 
A bill to be entitled an act authorizing and requiring the 


